Tuesday, April 15, 2008
X College at Y College, 3:30PM

Plate / Reporting Umpire: Ump 1
Base Umpire: Ump 2
Ejected Participant(s):

George Coach Manager, X College

Mike Player, #22, 3rd Baseman, X College

Situation and Score:

Bottom of Inning Eight, Two Outs, Bases Loaded

X 9, Y 9

Description of Playing Action and Subsequent Ejection:

The batter hit a base hit to right field and the runner from third scored.  The right fielder threw home in an attempt to retire the runner from second, #22, Mike Player at the plate.  The catcher received the ball from the right fielder and was in front of home plate, in possession of the ball, waiting for the runner to arrive at the plate.  Instead of sliding or attempting to avoid the catcher, Player lowered his shoulders and attempted to catapult himself through the catcher.   I immediately ruled the runner out for interference and ejected him from the game for making malicious contact with the catcher.  
Immediately following the ejection, George Coach came down from his position in the third base coach’s box to question the validity of Player’s ejection.  I explained to the Manager that a runner cannot make malicious contact with the catcher on a play at the plate.  He replied, “Bullshit, that’s a bullshit call, he doesn’t have to slide on a bang-bang play when the ball and runner arrive simultaneously.”  I told him that in this case the runner is out for interference and ejected for malicious contact.  The Manager requested an explanation of all the instances when a runner does not have to slide at the plate.  I reiterated to the Manager that in this particular play, in my judgment, the runner made malicious contact with the catcher and was ejected for such action.   Player continued and repeated that the runner does not have to slide on all plays at the plate.  I walked away from the Manager at which time he returned to his dugout.  
During this discussion, warm-ups for the top of the ninth inning had begun.  Player came out of his dugout and when he was about 15 feet from me sarcastically screamed, “Do you want the change, #18 is the new pitcher.”  He began to walk three or four steps toward his dugout and turned around, once again yelling, “And the replacement for that bullshit ejection at third base is #7, X.”  I warned Player and told him to return to his dugout at which point he again looked at me and sarcastically yelled, “The replacement at third base is #7.”  I ejected the Manager from the game.

The Manager ran towards me at home plate and said, “You are ejecting me for giving you a change, that’s fucking bullshit, you suck.”  I again tried to walk away from the Manager and he followed me up the first base line continuing to tell me that I suck and that both ejections were bullshit.  I then walked back towards home plate and the Manager left the field.  The game concluded without further incident related to these ejections.

